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Caucus opposes
emissions limits

By John Finnerty
CNHI Harrisburg Correspondent

HARRISBURG – Republi-
can Congressman Tom Mari-
no and a bipartisan group of
state lawmakers have formed
a “Coal Caucus” to oppose
new strict federal emissions
limits on coal plants in Penn-
sylvania and other states.

Marino, who represents
the 10th congressional dis-
trict in northeast Pennsylva-
nia, said President Obama is
waging a war on coal that’s
creating economic hardship
in coal-producing states.

“The Obama Administra-
tion’s proposed rule to cap
carbon emissions from new
power plants is just another
line of attack to make certain
energy sources – sources
like coal and fossil fuels – so
expensive that the producers
themselves go bankrupt,”
said Marino.

More than a dozen state
lawmakers from both major
political parties joined the

congressman in railing
against the new federal regu-
lations, with Republicans
blaming Democrats and De-
mocrats focusing their con-
cern on Washington.

Sen. Gene Yaw, R-Ly-
coming County, was named
chairman of the Coal Cau-
cus. Along with Obama, he
added Pennsylvania Attorney
General Kathleen Kane, a
Democrat, to the list of vil-
lains.

Yaw said 12 attorneys gen-
eral from other states signed
a letter arguing that the new
EPA carbon dioxide air qual-
ity standards overstepped the
agency’s authority. “By doing
nothing,” he said, “the attor-
ney general in Pennsylvania
has made Pennsylvania an
unwitting participant in the
war on coal.”

Joe Peters, a spokesman
for Kane, said she had not
been approached by other at-
torneys general about a posi-
tion paper on the EPA rule.
But, Peters added, Kane is
now monitoring the situation.

More than 40,000 people
work in the coal industry in
Pennsylvania, according to
the Pennsylvania Coal Al-

liance. 
Phil Smith, a spokesman

for the United Mine Workers
of America, said tougher
clean air standards approved
during President George H.
W. Bush’s administration
during the early 1990s result-
ed in the loss of 20,000 to
25,000 jobs in two years.

Smith said China and oth-

er emerging industrial na-
tions are expanding their use
of coal at a time the United
States is restricting fossil fu-
els to generate electricity,
causing the export of jobs.

“We’re leading with our
chin instead of our brain,”
said Smith. “The fact is, peo-
ple around the world don’t
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DEATHS
Thomas Dale Graham, 60,

Grove City, formerly of
Springfield Township.

Vivian A. Gregg, Grove
City.

John R. McNeelege, 83,
Pymatuning Township.

Paul V. Murcko, 81, Jeffer-
son Township.

Robert Charles Mc-
Cormick, 101, Sharon.

“Nothing you can’t spell
will ever work.”

Will Rogers, 
American humorist

Submissions for Brighten
Up the Corner may be e-
mailed to: brightenup@sharon
herald.com Please include
your name, phone number
and town of residence.
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˛ FEATURES: Grove
City bell choir looking for
a few more ringmasters.
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˛ SPORTS: Pirates
clinch home-field advan-
tage for playoff game.
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˛ TRAVEL: See sea
“monsters” in new
aquarium exhibit.
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COMING MONDAY
˛ The October issue of
the Mercer-Lawrence
Business Chronicle.

WORTH NOTING
Holiday signups

The Salvation Army, 660
Fisher Hill St., Sharon, holds
Christmas signups from 9 to
11:30 a.m. and 1 to 3 p.m.
Monday through Thursday.

Take proof of this informa-
tion for everyone in house-
hold:

ä Current income – dollar
amount for each person.

ä Current address, a utili-
ty bill will suffice.

ä Social Security number
on a government-issued
card, paper or lease).

ä Birth certificates for
children 13 and younger.

ä Children’s sizes and gift
ideas.

Info: 724-347-5537.

Crews searching for a
man missing and believed to
have drowned in Sandy Lake
said the search was stopped
for the evening at about 7
p.m. Saturday, but declined
to say if the victim’s body
was recovered.

A firefighter who an-
swered the phone Saturday
evening at the Sandy Lake
Volunteer Fire Department
referred questions to the
Stoneboro Volunteer Fire
Department, but no one was
available to provide informa-
tion.

Rescue efforts by state po-
lice, firefighters and divers
from Jamestown and Craw-
ford County have been ongo-
ing since the canoe, carrying
three boaters, capsized about
4 a.m. Friday. Authorities
were called shortly after 5
a.m. No one was wearing a
life vest, officials said.

Authorities declined to re-
lease the names of the two
people who swam to shore,
saying only that it was a 30-
year-old man and a 30-year-
old woman. The missing
man is 29 years old, police
said.

No explanation of how the
boat capsized was given, nor
any indication as to whether
alcohol or drugs were in-
volved.

Cory Byknish/Herald

Workers from Kirila Contractors Inc. of Brookfield hydroseed grassy areas along Martin Luther King Boulevard
in Farrell as work on the roadway comes to an end.

John Finnerty/CNHI

The Sunbury Generation coal-fired power plant in
Shamokin Dam is slated to be converted to natural gas
power by 2015.

Roadwork wrap-upSTONEBORO

HARRISBURG (AP) – The
Pennsylvania Legislature
paid 258 of its employees
more than $4.2 million to re-
tire or quit in the past two
years in buyouts that in
many cases gave people with
decades of service an extra
incentive to leave and begin
collecting substantial pen-
sions.

The voluntary programs
began in the Senate and

were designed to cut person-
nel costs into the future. 

The average recipient col-
lected more than $16,000,
and nine people received
$40,000 apiece. The Senate
clerk’s office said its total
number of employees fell
from 902 in November 2011,
when buyouts were offered,
to 819 as of August. That
chamber’s payroll shrank
more than $4 million.

Issues of legislative com-
pensation and payouts are a
politically sensitive issue in
Pennsylvania, where the leg-
islative workforce is among
the nation’s largest. Lawmak-
ers generated a strong back-
lash from the public for vot-
ing to raise their own pay in
2005, followed by the so-
called Bonusgate scandal in-
volving payments of state
money to staffers who

worked on campaigns.
Information about the pro-

grams was obtained by The
Associated Press through
the state’s Right-to-Know
Law, including previously
undisclosed details about the
House buyouts late last year.

In the House, 78 Democ-
ratic employees, 99 Republi-
can employees and 34 people
who work for the bipartisan

WASHINGTON (AP) –
Locked in a deepening strug-
gle with President Barack
Obama, House Republicans
on Saturday demanded a
one-year delay in major parts
of the nation’s new health
care law and permanent re-
peal of a tax on medical de-
vices as the price for pre-
venting a partial government
shutdown threatened for ear-
ly Tuesday.

The White House quickly
issued a veto threat and Sen-
ate Democrats vowed to re-
ject the measure even before
the House began debating it.
“Any member of the Republi-
can Party who votes for this
bill is voting for a shut-
down,” presidential press
secretary Jay Carney said in
a statement.

Undeterred, House Re-
publicans pressed ahead
with their latest attempt to
squeeze a concession from
the White House in ex-
change for letting the gov-
ernment open for business
normally on Tuesday. They
also vowed to pass legisla-

2nd day
search
fails 
to find
boater

Regs hit hardest
in coal country

Pa. paid 258 legislative aides
$4.2 million in buyouts
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